
Raahgiri Foundation Activities 
for

Planning and Scaling Up Cities for people



Raahgiri Day

Webinar and Workshop on Active Mobility

Assisting Cities to develop walking and cycling Infrastructure

Online Campaigns

Haryana Vision Zero (HVZ)

Punjab Vision Zero(PVZ)

Complete Street Redesign

Associations with other NGOs and campaigns around concerns of mobility, child safety, 

women emancipation, public transport, public space conservation and air pollution 

Major Undertakings



In the Last two years

● Around 300  

Raahgiri Day 

across India were 

organised in 

various cities, since 

2018

● 65 Raahgiri 

day/night/evening 

across Gurugram 

had been 

organised at 

various locations

Raahgiri Day



RAAHGIRI DAY, Greater 

Kailash, Delhi

● Initiated by MLA, Saurabh 

Bharadwaj, to have a 

neighbourhood Raahgiri for 

fitness and social cohesion

● Location : Hansraj Gupta Marg, 

Greater Kailash (between NDTV 

Office and Petrol Pump)

● People engaged : around 1500



For Clean Air & Inclusive Space

● City level Raahgiri, organized at one of the 

primary road of Gurugram in collaboration 

with Gurugram Police

● People engaged : 2000-3000

● major highlight was Equity Walk 

(Demonstration of space occupied by 

various modes of commute), Yulu 

partnered to provide e-cycles, Gurugaman 

provided City Bus and Nagarro funded the 

50 car props needed for the walk 

demonstrating vehicle space on road 

compared to pedestrians.

● Many eminent speakers from corporate, 

sports, health and medicine delivered 

speech on the event.



#StepOutAtNight 

● The city level organization of 

#StepOutAtNight was led by NDMC, 

Delhi Police, Trade Union and many 

NGOs in collaboration with Raahgiri 

Foundation, to encourage women to 

reclaim city streets at night catalysing a 

cultural change.

● Location : Karol Bagh Pedestrian Market, 

near Karol Bagh Metro Station

● People engaged : around 10000 on Day 1 

and around 15000 on Day 2

● The Women Festival witnessed major 

cultural performances from Sahitya Kala 

Parisad, and NGOs like Jagori, Safetipin, 

UNWomen collaborated with various 

activities to engage with people, 

especially women.



Raahgiri Day for SDGs and 

#CommitToAct

● The theme of organization was 

understanding SDGs (Sustainable 

Development Goals, viz., SDG 11, 5 and 

3) with emphasis and road safety. 

● On this occasion NGO Oceanaris, the 

ocean initiative arranged drawing and 

painting zone for kids as well as adults 

with reused materials 

● Location : Neki Ram Marg, 4/7 square, 

Gurugram,

● People engaged : around 3000





Raahgiri Day Survey Analysis : Participants Composition 

and distance covered to attend Raahgiri Day

Raahgiri Day Participation



● All institutions and individuals come 

together to form a pop-up 

demonstration of reclaiming public 

spaces. 

● It initiates a behavioural changing by 

making people experience roads as 

public spaces and reimagining city & 

neighbourhood streets

● 10 events were completed since 

November 2019 till February 2020

● Alhough, because of pandemic 

Raahgiri Day events had to be 

discontinued 

● Online campaigns & Few Webinars are 

being organised instead of Raahgiri  

Day events to continue engaging with 

people in creative ways

● Online Workshop with Engineers & 

Police has also been organised 

partnering with WRI India 

Local 
talents

Collaboration

Raahgiri Day Stakeholders



Webinar was organised with International experts to encourage cycling, 

a sustainable mode of commute especially during the pandemic

Webinar on World Bicycle Day





Online Raahgiri Campaigns

● With discontinued Raahgiri Days, various online engagement and 

communication pieces were floated from RF social media handles (Twitter, 

Facebook, Instagram) to raise awareness

● “Streets and I” our first campaign began with casual public spaces that people 

missed during lockdown going by #StreetMemories #MissingOurStreet. This 

ran from April end till mid July 2020. A lot of attention was gathered in the 

mobility community online

● To encourage cycling, sustainable transport mode, Bicycle Mayor Series was 

floated to raise awareness around volunteer organisations that are working in 

Indian cities

● We are currently floating #RecyclingCities campaign that is asking people to 

take in fresh perspectives to reclaim, make more inclusive and healthier public 

spaces, primary of which are streets 



Raahgiri Foundation(RF) is a non-governmental 

organisation, dedicated to ushering sustainable mobility to make 

communities more active, promote healthy lifestyle and safer 

roads thereby supporting inclusive development. It aims to bring 

about a fundamental shift in day-to-day experience and 

negotiation around commute. The organization strives to 

introduce beneficial change in public behaviour and capacitate 

city authorities to catalyse radical shift in aspects related to 

mobility.

Sarika Panda Bhatt has been actively campaigning for achieving 

streets for all to have safe, healthy, inclusive and sustainable 

streets. 

She is currently propagating Recycling Streets campaign
to recycle streets to have better city infrastructure for walking and 

cycling. Recently, RF partnered with Faridabad and Gurugram city 

authorities in Haryana to amplify the recycling by faster 

implementation of safe cycling infrastructure starting with temporary 

or permanent interventions as and when possible on feasible road 

stretches.

Gurugram Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA) endorsed 

the campaign with “Recycling Streets of Gurugram” by conducting 2 

cyclothons and inaugurating a 10 km bicycle track in the capital city 

of Haryana.



#RecyclingStreets#StreetMemories    #MissingOurStreet



Online Engagement

Total no. of posts floated so far - 32

● Facebook

● Twitter 
(Comparing Jan, ‘20 → August ‘20)

Source : https://analytics.twitter.com/user/Raahgiri_Fdn/home



Streets For People & India Cycles4Change Challenge 

(MoHUA) Cycle4Change Challenge, Gurugram

•The national challenge by Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs (MOHUA) calls for cities to make cycle 

friendly infrastructure

•RF is Collaborating with GMDA, MCG and District 

Administration 

Inaugurated first dedicated 10km Bicycle Track at 

Netaji Subhash Marg on 02 October 2020

In the process of analysing and installing 

neighbourhood level intervention of cycle lane and 

Adding to the Cycling Infrastructure by providing 

cycling routes forming a Network

Handholding of GMDA for complete Cycle4Change 

updates and reporting besides engagement & design

Handholding of MCG for Streets4People challenge by 

activation, strategizing and assisting design of a 

600m Pedestrianised Market Stretch.



Cyclothon in Gurugram

Cyclothon on 22 Sept 2020, World Car-Free Day Cyclothon on 02 Oct 2020, Mahatama Gandhi Jayanti



Inauguration of Cycle Track in Gurugram, Haryana



Public Perception Surveys & Analysis Undertaken



Pop up lane strategy building, 

Faridabad

•The national challenge by Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs (MOHUA) calls for cities to make cycle 

friendly infrastructure

•RF is Collaborating with Smart City Faridabad 

•The stretch lies on Sohna Ballabhgarh road that 

runs between Industrial and residential/mixed 

landuse

•This can drastically effect lives of many workers 

daily commuting from home to work and back, 

bicycling!

•1340 metres length for pop-up bicycle lane

•Proposed stretch of land extends from junction west 

of Kalindi Canal to Gaunchi Police station junction

•The pop lane strategy was and indicative plan layout 

was made and forwarded to Faridabad Smart City 

Limited with was later featured in ITDP workshop



Punjab Vision Zero

● The project has been concluded 

with analysis report handed over.

● Road Safety Seminar engaging 

officials, police, engineers and 

college students of Transport 

Planning had been organized at 

Amritsar



The Haryana Vision Zero Program was launched by Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Honourable

Chief Minister, Haryana on 02nd May 2017, Gurugram.

Haryana becomes the first state to officially adopt Vision Zero approach

Haryana Vision Zero







Testing Interventions - Tactical Urbanism

Before

After



Junction Correction - Tactical Urbanism



Workshops & Walk_shops



Vision Zero for Youth

Vision Zero for Youth is led by FIA Foundation under its Child Health Initiative which is designed to 

road safety issues which impact children.

The purpose of the project is to transform Gurugram into a city where children can travel safely on 

the road, either on foot, by cycle or transit, and irrespective of whether they are accompanied by 

an adult or on their own.

An ensembled consortium of WRI India, District Administration Gurugram and Raahgiri Foundation 

are committed to encourage sustainable road safety practices to avoid fatalities.



Creating School Zone

The vision is to create a safer commute 

environment for children and developing a 

scalable school zone model. 



• Located in Sector 18,  Gurugram

• Connects Old Delhi Road to Atlas Chowk at NH8

• 30m R.O.W./

• 10m carriageway width

• 2.5m long corridor stretch

LOCATION AND CONTEXT

SARHAUL VILLAGE

HERITAGE CITY

SECTOR 18

DLF PHASE 2Maruti Udyog

CURRENT STATE of the Road

Anath Road to Sanath Raah - Developing a pedestrian friendly street



TRAFFIC VOLUME SURVEY 

PEDESTRIAN COUNTS

During period of 6am-Midnight, typical weekday

•> 20,000 Pedestrians 

• 3,000 Cyclists

VEHICULAR COUNTS

During period of 6am-Midnight, typical weekday

•~11,000 Two Wheelers

•~  7,500 Cars

•~  2,000 Taxis

•~  1,600 Small Commercial Vehicles

•~     650 Trucks

•~     300 Buses

PARKING COUNTS

During period of 6am-Midnight, typical weekday

•600-700 at all times (long term)

•150-250 variable (short term)
The street lacks basic amenities for the majority of pedestrians, 

catering for vehicle movement and surface parking only.

Comparison of area required for each mode of transport



Planting 
Buffer

Shared 
Path

PROPOSED ROAD SECTION: 15 m Carriageway

7m 7m

Bus Bay

15 m

Boundary 
wall

Footpath 
Extension/ MFZ Carriageway Median

Two way 
Lamp Carriageway

Footpath 
extension
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Boundary 
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4m wide Shared Path

Table top crossing

Level Crosswalk

Tactile Warning Band

Bollards

Two way lamp @ 
15m c/c

Bulb outs for Crossing

15m wide Carriageway

1m wide 

Planting on Median

Level Crosswalk

Ramp

Tactile Warning Band

10m wide 

Carriageway

Planting strip/Bioswale

4m wide Shared Path

Ramp

Table top 
Property 

entry

INTERSECTION DESIGN



Anath Road – Existing Issues

Lack of amenities for pedestrians

Traffic volume 

Lack of amenities for pedestrians

a rare street in the city with a mature shade tree 

cover, and should be protected and enhanced 



Anath Road – Design Proposal



POTENTIAL: MATURE TREE CANOPY
TREE COUNT

1000 trees, large and small

370 large canopy shade trees

37+Different species of trees

Common name Botanical name

Sausage tree Kargelia pinnata

Ber Ziziphus mauritiana

White mulberry Morus alba

Jujube Ziziphus zuzube

Cotton tree Bombax ceiba

Woman's tongue  

tree
Albizia species

Indian beech Pongamia pinnata

Buddha tree Polyalthia longifolia

Indian lilac/  

neem
Azadirecta indica

Gulmohar Delonix regia

Blackboard tree Alstonia scholaris

Indian mast tree Polyalthia asoca

Nosegay Plumeria rubra

Black catechu Acacia catechu

Lebbek tree Albizia lebbeck

Pudding-pipe

tree
Cassia fistula

Beleric Terminalia bellerica

Tree of heaven Aeilanthus excelsa

White fig Ficus virens

Common name Botanical name

Pilkhan Ficus infectoria

Blackboard tree Alstoria scholaris

Indian banyan Ficus benghalensis

Singapore

graveyard flower
Plumeria species

Yellow flamboyant Peltopherum

ferrugineum

Kassod tree Cassia siamea

Ashwattha tree Ficus religiosa

Caterpillar tree Plumeria alba

North Indian

rosewood
Dalbergia sisso

Neer maruthu Terminalia arjuna

Babul Acacia nilotica

Indian elm Holoptelea  

integrifolia

Lucky bean tree Putranjiva

roxburghii

Gular fig Ficus racemosa

Chinaberry Melia azadirachta

Blue gum Eucalyptus species

Kadamb Neolamarckia  

cadamba

Teak Tectona grandis



SITE ELEMENTS

Seating 

•Permanent seat walls @450m ht 

•In MFZ, shaded areas

Bollards

•Metal/Concrete bollards @750mm 

spacing along all entries/ crosswalks

•Bollards spaced @900mm for wheelchair 

access 

Dustbins

•Concrete Dustbins 

•(waste segregation)

Seating edge

Sculptual seatwall

Stone Tree Guard 



● Raahgiri is striving to raise as much as possible for sustainable mobility and 

people friendly transport infrastructure

● Various associations were made to propagate the value with different 

organisation

● Stand Up for clean Air for demanding for check on Air Pollution, 

● #LightUpForHer by NGO Save the Children for relevant walking infrastructure 

around the city

● Cycle4Delhi campaign by Help Delhi Breathe for bicycle infrastructure 

infrastructure around the city especially for the impoverished

● LakhKo50 by SUMNet India demanding policy for 50 buses per 1 lakh 

population  

Raahgiri associating with 

other NGOs with similar concern



CREATING CITIES
FOR PEOPLE




